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UPDATE (September 2024) 

AGM and Autumn Meeting 
23rd November 2024 

 
This year the AGM and Autumn Meeting will again take place at Open Ealing, Arts Centre, 
School Lane, Dickens Yard, W5 2TD.  
The meeting will be hybrid for both the morning and afternoon sessions.  We know that last 
year it wasn’t entirely satisfactory for those attending via Zoom but I hope we can show that 
we have learned from the experience.  It should be an advantage that we are going back to 
a venue where we know we can trust the IT. 
 
The proposed timetable is as follows:  
 
10.30 am  Arrive, Registration, Coffee. 
11 am  AGM  
Agenda 
1. Apologies 
2. Minutes of 2023 AGM 
3. Matters Arising 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
6. Membership Secretary’s Report 
7. Archivist’s Report 
8. Review Editor’s Report 
9. Journal Editors’ Report 
10. Future plans 
11. Website and Internet Matters 
12. Elections: We have four vacancies and the current committee members are willing to 

stand again: Alys Blakeway as Chair, Clare Hanmer as Webmistress, Sarah Jardine-
Willoughby as Treasurer and Sarah Webb as Secretary. 

13. Any other business; if you have any other items, please contact Sarah Webb (email 
s.webb@mmu.ac.uk) in advance. 

 
12 noon Our keynote speaker is Sarah Harkness biographer of the MacMillan brothers who 
we know as CMY’s principal publishers. 
 
1- 2.30 Lunch.  Please bring your own, but remember that included in the price coffee and 
tea will be provided throughout the day.  There are plenty of places near Open Ealing to find 
lunch – last year there was a lot of street food in Dickens Yard – but if that’s not quite your 
style, there are plenty of food shopping opportunities nearby.  More details will be sent to 
those attending. 
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2.30 You will have realised that publishing is the theme of our meeting!  So we welcome 
members’ contributions either about CMY’s characters who wrote (and could they be 
successful?), or on CMY and her many publishers.  Would MacMillan have accepted the 
work of her fictional characters or would they have had to go elsewhere?  Or looking 
sideways, who would you have had illustrate one of CMY’s fictional authors? No ideas too 
weird to contemplate. 
 
This will be followed by tea and the chance to talk all things CMY. 
 
4 pm Depart. 
 
Further details, agenda and booking details will be sent to all members in the autumn 
mailing. The cost for the day is £15 for members who attend in person and £5 for those who 
attend via the Zoom link. 
 

CMYF Online Book Club at 3pm on Zoom.  
Please get in touch with the dedicated CMYF book club email address 
yonge.bookclub@gmail.com for the Zoom details or any enquiries.  
11 November  
We’ll be reading Under the Storm, a children’s historical novel set during the Civil War. 
9 December  
A light-hearted discussion on CMY and Food. Luckily (or perhaps not) for members, it’s 
online so no-one has to cook anything! 
 

Victober, the Victorian readathon 
Many of you will remember Clemence and Julia’s appearance on Kate Howe’s Victober 
YouTube last year. This year she’s challenging her viewers to read a book with religion as a 
component and recommends several works by our favourite novelist. Find out more at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCRSmcSfpeE  
 

Alliance of Literary Societies Gathering and AGM 
The 2025 AGM weekend gathering is being held in Brighton on 16-18 May – hosted by the 
Kipling Society. There will be talks about Rudyard Kipling and other authors, a round table 
discussion on the role of literary societies in the digital age, and a display of items from the 
university’s Kipling papers. Sunday options will be a guided walk around Rottingdean (where 
Kipling lived for five years; also associated with Angela Thirkell and Enid Bagnold) or a visit 
to Kipling’s house, Bateman’s, at Burwash (N.T.) All members of member societies, such as 
the CMYF, are invited. Further details in the ALS newsletter 
https://allianceofliterarysocieties.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/also-
autumn-2024.pdf 
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Connections between CMY and other ALS authors 
In the current newsletter a contributor suggested that each society should think of 
connections between our authors, and see what emerges. So are there any connections 
between CMY and one or more of your favourite ALS authors? If so, you could write up the 
connections for the ALS newsletter (only 500 words so not a massive task). I’m thinking of 
Graham Greene and Mrs Gaskell, to name but two.  
The deadline for copy for the next newsletter is 31 January 2025, for publication at the 
beginning of March. Further info in the ALS newsletter as above. 
 

Co-editor of the CMYF Journal 
After many years’ service Julia Courtney is resigning the co-editorship of the CMYF Journal. 
So the Fellowship is looking for someone to replace her, to work with Clemence Schultze 
who will remain as co-editor. The role involves advising potential contributors, and copy-
editing and proof-reading articles. (This does not require any specialised skills in DTP or 
graphic design.) The Journal appears every other year, so the workload (which falls in the 
spring and summer of even-numbered years) is not very heavy. Enthusiasm for CMY’s 
works, and a good eye for spelling and the look of a page are the chief skills required. Acting 
as co-editor does not entail being a member of the Committee. For more information, 
please contact yonge.fellowship@gmail.com, putting EDITOR in the subject line. 
 

Keeping Your Contact Details Up to Date 
If your email address or postal address changes, please notify yonge.fellowship@gmail.com  
This is our main contact email to use for all questions about the CMYF, and also for you to 
send us any news items that should be circulated to other members. 
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